2010 Season Round-Up

Word about the spectacular Llwynarthen ground had spread far and wide and by February the 2010 fixture list was crammed full of opponents seeking to make use of the facilities.  April saw the completion of a state-of-the-art scorebox and permanent net facilities that proved the envy of all visiting sides.  Sandwiched in between four months of relentless Club activities, the Club somehow managed to squeeze in a series of prestigious representative matches involving the Glamorgan U17s, the Welsh Women’s side and the Cardiff and Vale U12s and entertained touring sides from India and the furthest reaches of England.

The First and Second XIs, newly promoted to Division 3 and Division 3R of the new Thomas, Carroll Glamorgan and Monmouthshire Cricket League enjoyed their first season at the spectacular Llwynarthen ground.  With the exception of the University Ground-based Third and Fourth XIs and the Under 15s, all of the Club’s sides played their home matches at Llwynarthen.  The weather was uncharacteristically clear for the most part of the season and the heavily used wicket, nurtured carefully by groundsman Ken Mitchell, was soon producing high scores and quality matches.
Over 140 separate cricketing events took place between April and September.  One notable success highlight was the emergence of the Saturday morning Rainbow League, introducing dozens of Under 9s to competitive cricket for the very first time. 
Winter youth training was again well subscribed with increasing numbers requiring the simultaneous use of three separate venues to keep up with demand.  Parents continued to take their first and second steps on the ECB coaching ladder providing even more certainty that the Cub’s huge youth section is in safe and experienced hands.
ADULT SIDES 
The First XI settled comfortably, though unspectacularly, into their new League.  Notable wins against league leaders were tempered by inconsistency and the side were disappointed to record a mid-table position.  In contrast, the Second XI relished their new challenges and ran out clear winners of their division for the second year running.

The Third XI in Division Three, and the Fourth XI in Division 3R of the Thomas, Carroll Welsh Club Cricket Conference, found the season challenging but succeeded in providing valuable opportunities for graduates of the youth section to take their first steps in adult cricket alongside experienced teammates. 
The friendly side’s full season often featured two matches on Sundays.
The midweek team finished strongly in the Vale of Glamorgan League and runners-up to Cardiff in the League Cup.  
August saw the emergence of a new family tour to Berkshire, based at the scenic Wellington College.

Once again three six-a-side teams were entered into Sunday Indoor League, based at Sophia Gardens.
William Ricketts Clubman of the Year:

Ken Mitchell
John Humphry Player of the Year (First Team)
Eswar Krishnamurthy
Player of the Year awards for other teams were also presented to:

Second XI



Alex Curry
Third XI



Ali Sanandaji
Fourth XI



Gwyn Bowen
Emerging Player of the Year

Rob Bowen
Captains
First XI
G&M Div 3

 
Wayne Watson
Second XI
G&M Div 3R

 
Rhys Jones
Third XI
WCC Div 3

 
Ali Sanandaji
Fourth XI
WCC Div 2R


Gwyn Bowen
Friendlies 




Mike Caplan
Midweek




Peter Allen
YOUTH SECTION
Enhanced considerably by the new, weekly U9 Rainbow League, the U9 representative side won all of their matches in Cardiff and Vale tournaments and stormed to success in the annual Ponthir CC U9 Festival.  Resources at Llwynarthen were creaking at their limits as the burgeoning U9 squad trained alongside the U13s on Friday nights.
The three U11 sides recorded mixed success in their respective Cardiff and Vale and Monmouthshire leagues.  Many new players were given their first experience of hard ball cricket at this age group and the progress of the Club’s girls at this age group warrants special mention.
The U13A side were unable to take their good form in cup competitions into their league matches and finished in fourth place in the Cardiff and Vale league.  The Gwent side went one better, finishing strongly in third place of their league.  The U13B side went even better, losing out in the final over to Radyr in the U13B final play-off. 
At Under 15 level the B side won their division with a young side emulating a mid-table performance from the A side.  The cup side reached two semi-finals. 
U9, U11 and U13 sides competed in the Memory Lane Cakes Glamorgan Junior Cricket League played at Sophia Gardens.  
In November, the Youth Section Awards Night attracted over 200 guests with Glamorgan players Mike Powell and Mark Wallace presenting an award to every member of the youth section.
Player of the Year

U11
John Clarke
U13
Rishan Rahman
U15
Thomas Morgan
Batting Award

U11
James Chubb

U13
Sakib Ikram

U15
Hugh Meatyard
Bowling Award

U11
Evan Jones
U13
Liam Jones
U15
Nick Fowler
Coach Achievement Awards
U11A C&V Griffins

Dan Rogers
U11B C&V Dragons

Jack McCormack

U11 MBSYCL Sirens
Katherine Harrhy
U13A C&V


Mannat Chopra
U13B C&V


Chris Lidbury
U13 MBSYCL

William Clarke
U15A C&V


Allen Vaidyen
U15B C&V


Joel Gordon

U15 MBSYCL

Sam Williams
Jeff Sullivan Young Cricketer of the Year – Taron Ikram
Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan county caps were awarded to Kartik Bhargava, Nye Brown, James Chubb, Sakib Ikram, Taron Ikram, Evan Lloyd, Hugh Meatyard, Luke Morgan, Thomas Morgan, Tom Rogers, Sam Seymour and Sam Williams.
Coaches/Managers
U9s 



Jonathan Bradbury / John Willis
U11A C&V Griffins

Andy Lloyd

U11B C&V Dragons

Graham Clarke
U11 MBSYCL

Gwyn Bowen
U13A C&V


Rhys Jones / Clive Brown

U13B C&V


Gwyn Bowen
U13 MBSYCL

Quentin Jones

U15A C&V


Ian Morgan / David Flynn / Zahed Ikram
U15B C&V


Clive Brown / Rhys Jones

U15 MBSYCL

David Flynn / Dave Gretton

U17 C&V


Zahed Ikram.
Thank you to all our coaches:-

Gwyn Bowen, Jon Bradbury, Clive Brown, Graham Clarke, Jessica Cripps, Peter Edwards, David Flynn, David Gretton, Phil Harris, Zahed Ikram, Luke Jones, Rhys Jones, Quentin Jones, Andy Lloyd, Ian Morgan, Richard Rogers, John Willis
and Managers/Helpers:-

Stephen Biddyr, Mike Caplin, Piers Collins, Peter Constantine, Simon Davis, Campbell Dobbins, Stuart Drury, Mahamood Edavalath, Gyan Ghuman, Adrian Jones, Ivan Jones, David Lidbury, Thomas Morgan, Andy Munn, Adam Pohl, Colin Powell, Hugh Price, Rob Price, Dave Ricketts, Paul Taunton, Simon Weare, Simon White, Peter Williams, Rob Williams, Stuart Youngs and the army of parents who helped to run the Rainbow League from the tuck shop to the scoreboard!
Congratulations to newly qualified coaches:-

Graham Clarke, Phil Harris, John Willis–All UKCC1
The Club was grateful for the financial support of Sportlot Community Chest in respect of these training opportunities.

