2009 Season Round-Up

The 2009 season saw the first adult matches at our new home in St Mellons.  Taking their first tentative steps at into the new ground, which reverted to its original name of Llwynarthen, were all third and fourth team league cricket, most teams matches, the Vale of Glamorgan midweek side plus a string of friendly games.  All benefited from the new facilities, with the First and Second XIs continuing to use the University Ground at Llanrumney.

Buoyed by another great turnout for CricketForce in April and steered by the indomitable Tim Mathias, by the start of the season the Club House was all but finished.  The square looked superb and the outfield was a picture.  Already the fixture list was a congested mass of games using the fledgling facilities on virtually every day of the week for four whole months.  Before the end of the season further substantial work would be made on the new score box and two artificial nets.
With the weather holding for the early part of the season the abilities and dedication of the grounds team, principally Ken Mitchell, were put to the test.  By the end of September no less than 127 separate events ranging from league matches at all age groups, U9 tournaments, C&V U14 representative matches, and the increasingly popular Friday night youth training sessions had been held at the ground.  One highlight was the celebrity 20X20 match to mark the opening of the ground by Mike Gatting.
On behalf of the Club, Ken Mitchell accepted first prize at the 2009 Institute of Groundsmanship awards at the Emirates Stadium in the category of Voluntary Ground Management Team of the Year.
Burgeoning winter training activities were again focussed on UWIC and St David’s College where caps on numbers were introduced for the first time.
ADULT SIDES 
The adult First and Second XIs, based at the University Playing Fields, had unprecedented success rewarded by two league titles.  Led by evergreen Wayne Watson, the First XI secured Division 1 of the Welsh Club Cricket Conference and a return to the South Wales Cricket League after two years.  In Division 1R, Gary Israel’s Second XI bettered their third place in 2008, losing only one match to run away with the title.
The Third XI in Division Four, captained by David Flynn, and the Fourth XI in Division 3R, led by Simon Wallis each improved to gain fourth place in their divisions, introducing to adult cricket many promising products of the youth section.
Under Mike Caplan, the friendly side continued to prosper with a full season of friendly fixtures.
Led by Peter Allen, the midweek team ran away with the Vale of Glamorgan League title.  Peter also arranged a highly successful tour to Kenya in February, a trip highlighted by several successful game drives and by on-the-field successes for The Creché (Rob Bowen, Alex Curry, Jack Mitchell and Rob Williams).  The Club enjoyed another tour to Sussex in May.
Three six-a-side teams were entered into Sunday Indoor League, based at Sophia Gardens.
William Ricketts Clubman of the Year:

Tim Mathias
John Humphry Player of the Year (First Team)
Eswar Krishnamurthy
Player of the Year awards for other teams were also presented to:

Second XI



Andy Munn
Third XI



Steve Layne
Fourth XI



Duncan Montgomery
Emerging Player of the Year

Hugh Meatyard
Captains
First XI
WCC Div 1

 
Wayne Watson
Second XI
WCC Div 1R

 
Gary Israel
Third XI
WCC Div 4

 
David Flynn
Fourth XI
WCC Div 3R


Simon Wallis
Friendlies 




Mike Caplan
YOUTH SECTION
At U9 level, tournament performances were once again decimated by the weather.  Nevertheless, with two sides at this level and an additional club tournament as part of the Lisvane Festival most of the Club’s crop of enthusiastic youngsters had opportunities to take their first step in competitive cricket.
In the U11A division of the C&V league the side performed heroically to secure third place whilst the Gwent A team found the competition challenging.  The young and emerging Under-11B side and a fledgling girls side playing in the Gwent league introduced many youngsters to their first taste of hard ball cricket.
The U13A side finished second with notable wins against Cowbridge and Cardiff before losing to Cowbridge in the play off final.  The U13B side struggled to hit top form but continued to provide valuable support for the A side.  The Gwent side finished second to highly-rated Rogerstone in the Pairs West division.

The U15A C&V side and Gwent U15 sides both finished in mid table despite featuring predominantly year-young players.  

U9, U11 and U13 sides competed in the Memory Lane Cakes Glamorgan Junior Cricket League played at Sophia Gardens.  
The Youth Section Awards Night attracted over 200 guests with every member of the youth section receiving an award from Glamorgan spinner Dean Cosker.

Player of the Year

U11
Sakib Ikram
U13
Tom Rogers
U15
Taron Ikram
Batting Award

U11
James Chubb

U13
Nye Brown

U15
Thomas Morgan
Bowling Award

U11
Evan Lloyd
U13
Dylan Johns

U15
Andrew Coles

Coach Achievement Awards
U11A C&V Griffins

Jonathan Leighfield
U11B C&V Dragons

Dan Rogers
U11 MBSYCL

Alex Woodman
U11 MBSYCL Sirens
Adelade Brennan

U13A C&V


Ciaran Bryning
U13B C&V


Lloyd Harris
U13 MBSYCL

Joe Shephard
U15 C&V


Hugh Meatyard
U15 MBSYCL

Hugh Price
Jeff Sullivan Young Cricketer of the Year – Thomas Morgan
Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan county caps were awarded to Nye Brown, James Chubb, Nick Fowler, Rishikesh Gandhewar, Sakib Ikram, Taron Ikram, Evan Lloyd, Jack Mitchell, Hugh Meatyard, Thomas Morgan, Rishan Rahman, Tom Rogers, Joe Williams and Robert Williams.
Coaches/Managers
U9 Griffins and Dragons
Clive Brown/Jonathan Bradbury
U11A C&V Griffins

Andy Lloyd

U11B C&V Dragons

Ian Morgan/Rhys Jones

U11 MBSYCL

Zahed Ikram

U11 MBSYCL Sirens
Jessica Cripps/Gwyn Bowen

U13A C&V


Rhys Jones/Clive Brown

Under 13B C&V

Quentin Jones

Under-13 MBSYCL

Dave Gretton

Under-15A C&V

David Flynn/Zahed Ikram
Under-15 MBSYCL

Zahed Ikram/David Flynn.
Thank you to all our coaches:-

Gwyn Bowen, Jonathan Bradbury, Clive Brown, Jessica Cripps, Jim Eccleshare, Peter Edwards, David Flynn, David Gretton, Steve Griffith, Zahed Ikram, Quentin Jones, Rhys Jones, Andy Lloyd, Ian Morgan, Richard Rogers, Ian Tabor

and Managers/Helpers:-

Graham Clarke, Stuart Drury, Phil Harris, Ivan Jones, Luke Jones, Ken Mitchell, Andy Munn, Adam Pohl, Rob Price, David Ricketts, Snehasis Tripathy, Peter Williams, Rob Williams.
Congratulations to newly qualified coaches:-

Asif Alam, Gwyn Bowen, Jonathan Bradbury, Jessica Cripps, Dave Gretton, Luke Jones, Quentin Jones, Richard Rogers – All UKCC1

Clive Brown & Zahed Ikram – Both UKCC2.
The Club was grateful for the financial support of Sportlot Community Chest in respect of these training opportunities.

